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STAFF NEWS LETTER 


Dear Reader, 


Some months ago we published in the News Sheet a News Letter entitled 
. “A Day at 13 rue Calvin’, describing the life of the Federation as it goes on 
here in the office. But it has always been the Federation’s belief that its real 
life is out in the world, among the Student Christian Movements of almost 
fifty countries. And never was this more true than today when 13 rue Calvin 
_ is almost deserted and several members of the-Federation staff are thousands 
_ of miles from Geneva. So for this issue of the News Sheet we have decided 
_ to combine our usual features, Staff News and News Letter, in order to bring 
you a Staff News Letter, because it seemed that the best way to give you a 
picture of the concerns of the Federation at the moment was through a des- 
cription, rather more in detail than usual, of what the widely-scattered Fed- 
__eration staff and officers have been doing since you last read about them 
- in the News Sheet. * 
You are probably all aware by now that much of the Federation’s activity 
is in Asia, and that the Federation is organizing a Southeast Asian Leaders’ 
Training Course to be held in Djakarta in December. Kyaw Than has written 
__ that in this area “the great tasks of communicating the Gospel in transitional 
conditions and of relating the Christian faith to-education, politics and society 
are challenging the small groups of Christian students”. Students and student 
leaders from Japan, the Philippines, Australia, Indonesia, Malaya, Burma, 
__ and India will meet together at Djakarta to learn from each other and from 
an international group~of speakers and consultants how they can best fulfil 
these tasks. 
" To help the Movements of this area to understand the importance of the 
_ Training Course and to share with them something of the thinking of the 
- Federation, Kyaw Than during recent weeks has been travelling from country 
~ to country. He writes from the Philippines : ““Before I left Tokyo I met Kiyoko 
- Takeda’? (whom many Federation members came to know last summer in 
Berlin, Skrimhytta and Greece), ‘“‘and it was very stimulating to hear from 
her first-hand information about the Berlin Executive Committe meeting. 
_I was busy almost every day during the last month in Japan, and during the 
next two weeks I will be constantly on the move or participating in different 
programs in the Philippines, Hong Kong and Thailand. I have just returned 
from the Y.M.C.A. where a public relations secretary took me to the gov- 
- ernment broadcasting studio to make a record of my W.S.C.F. interview, 
- which they are going to put on during the Y.M.C.A. broadcasting period. 
' The Y.M. and Y.W. have each raised funds to send one delegate to Indonesia, 
and the Philippine Federation of Christian Churches has decided to send two 
delegates.” ’ 
Somehow before and during his travels Kyaw Than managed to find time 
to edit the series of ten study pamphlets which are to be used at the Training 
- Course. They are grouped under four subjects which will aim to help these 
young Christians to do Bible study, to see the relevance of the Gospel for 
_ political and economic problems, to better understand the nature and mean- 
_ ing of the Student Christian Movement and its evangelistic task in the univer- 
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sities, and then to put before them the ecumenical question in two pamphlets 
on “The Beloved Community” and ‘“‘The Church, the Churches and Missions’”’. 

Immediately following the Training Course, some of the leaders will go 
to an Asian University Professors’ Consultation which the Federation has 
been able to organize thanks to a generous grant from the Hazen Foundation. 

Early in October Keith Bridston, accompanied by his wife, Elizabeth, 
embarked at Amsterdam on a four months’ trip to Southeast Asia, where he 
will participate in the Indonesian meetings, attend the meeting of the planning 


committee for the World Conference of Christian Youth, confer with leaders 
of the Indian S.C.M. about plans for the General Committee, and visit the 


S.C.M.s of this area. According to word received from them, they spent the 
voyage through the Mediterranean recuperating from the summer during 


which they were in charge of the Federation Study Chalets at Skrimhytta in — 


Norway, and building up their energy for the months of travel, meetings and 


new experiences ahead. The latter began in Aden, from where Elizabeth ~ 


wrote : “After fourteen days on board we had our first shore leave in Aden — 


our introduction to the East. We went by taxi across the rocky and rough 
hills which follow the shore into the city. Walking on the streets we were fol- 
lowed by men in robes of the biblical times — colourful and filthy — selling 
trinkets. There were camel-drawn carts and women in black robes which 
covered their heads and left a space over their faces where a veil of rose or 
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black completed the costume of a Mohammedan lady. There was Oriental. j 


music sounding from somewhere — dust, hot sun, and poverty everywhere.” 
And this was only the beginning of new and unfamiliar things, for she 
writes again from Ceylon : ““We went in the afternoon by car to Kandy where 


the Leaders’ Training Course was held in 1948. A very exciting drive — rice 


paddy fields, cocoanut trees, rubber plantations, banana trees, elephants and _ 


buffalo! After arriving in Kandy Keith met with some S.C.M. people, while 


outside the drums beat on and on, making us feel the strangeness of the place. — 
We went outside to see a procession with torches, fife and drums, bringing 


many offerings because there is a smallpox epidemic.” 


As they saw repeated evidence of the problems confronting these countries, 
Keith and Elizabeth were filled with appreciation of the work being done by 


Christian missionaries. They have also come to realize the inadequacy of 
“pious Christian words” in such a situation and to see the need for rethinking 
our message. 

When the Bridstons arrive in Indonesia they will doubtless be comparing 
notes on their experiences with Morris Wee, president of Carthage College 


in Illinois, who is travelling in Asia as a Federation special visitor. He was 
in Geneva for several days en route where he discovered that there was some - 


mix-up in his plane booking to India, but after a series of misadventures he 


finally arrived in Travancore from where he writes appreciatively of his excel- — 


lent early impression of the Indian S.C.M., especially of the fine participation 
of university professors, remarkable in a country which is predominantly — 


non-Christian. He also speaks of the full program of discussions with student 


leaders which M. M. Thomas had arranged for him in Travancore and of — 


plans for similar meetings in other centres. He has also gotten together with 


M.M. over plans for the Indonesian meetings where he will be going after — 


leaving India. 
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where S.C.M.s are also only a small minority. Valdo Galland has left Europe 
with his wife, Micheline, to return to Uruguay and Argentina from where he 
will help the Latin American Movements to organize a Latin American Leaders’ 
- Conference which is planned for next summer. As at Djakarta, the aim will be 
to bring together students and leaders from these isolated Movements, to 
help them to feel that they are not alone in their efforts to bring the Gospel 
to the universities of Latin America, and to give them all possible aid in their 
_ difficult task. Apparently travel in this part of the world is also complicated 
_ and contains many unexpected elements, for a letter from Valdo from San 
_ Juan begins : “When we arrived here the day before yesterday we had trouble 
with the immigration authorities and the question is not yet settled (at this 
_ very moment the telephone rang and we learned that Washington had cabled 
- authorization for us to stay in Puerto Rico for a few days !). Since our arrival 
__ we have been in a ‘state of arrest’, although very comfortably lodged in one 
of the best hotels of the city (with air conditioning and all the tra-la-la) at the 
expenses of .the air line which is considered responsible for our entry! This 

little adventure is just one of many which we have had since we left Geneva !”’ 
; The rest of the letter describes S.C.M. groups he has visited in Cuba, 


exploring the possibility of delegates from these countries attending the Latin 
- American Leaders’ Conference. He writes : “The further I go the more urgent 
and necessary this conference seems. The big” problem seems to be the lack 
of adequate staff and finance.” 


Tien your thoughts now rani Southeast Asia to another part of the orld 


d Mexico, Guatemala, Jamaica, Puerto Rico and Brazil, where he has been 


But in the meantime the Geneva office has not closed down ! Philippe 


Maury, while still recuperating from his recent illness, has been able to give % 


tion with meetings of World University Service. Harry Daniel and I have 


been trying to hold the fort at 13 rue Calvin. He arrived in Geneva about — 
the middle of October after attending the Continental Missionary Consultation 


called together by the Ecumenical Institute and the Department of Evangelism 
of the World Council of Churches. Together they have been dealing with 
the correspondence and day-to-day problems which arise in connection with 


Federation activities around the world. I also went to the French S.C.M. — 


centre at Biévres, France, to attend the preparatory meeting of the European 
Leaders’ Conference to be held in Germany in January. Harry has given a 
great deal of help in the preparation of The Student World and News Sheet, 
and early in December he will go to Holland where he will attend the 


Leadership Training Conference of the Dutch S.C.M. 


Robert Mackie left Geneva recently to chair a Federation Officers’ Meet- 
ing in New York where some of the questions which remained after the Berlin 


Executive and other urgent problems will be discussed. Meeting with him ; 


will be Ruth Wick, Leila Anderson and Hiel Bollinger. 


Wishing all readers a very happy~Christmas and God’s blessings in the a 


New Year, 
Yours ever, 
MARIE-JEANNE DE HALLER. 


THE S.C.M. OF FINLAND 


INGA-BRITA CASTREN 
Chairman of Foreign Committee 


A Student Christian Movement should be a bridge between the Church 


. valuable help on such crucial problems as the preparations for the coming « 
Officers’? Meeting, especially when John Deschner was in Geneva in connec- 


and the university, and it cannot fulfil that task without maintaining close 


contact with both. Therefore it is difficult to say anything about the Finnish 


S.C.M. without first describing in a few words the church and university 


life of our country. 


Our S.C.M. is very grateful that the Finnish Church has acknowledged ~ 


it as its child, and we have received much help and inspiration through it. 
We are very conscious of the many weaknesses in the church, but there are 
two things about it which have meant much for our student movement : 

its unity and the ‘‘awakening’’ movements. 


More than ninety per cent of our people belong to the Lutheran “‘Folk-— 


Church” of Finland, and this simplifies Christian education and activities. 
Practically all the children receive religious instruction in school; they take 


part in morning prayers each day, and at the age of fifteen or sixteen they 
attend confirmation classes. This provides a background for further Christian — 


work. While it is not a condition for membership, our S.C.M. has accepted — 


as its basis the Lutheran confession of our church. This does not, of course, 
mean that we should not see the great value of ecumenism ; on the anaes 
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Inga-Brita-Castrén (right) with General Secretary Vilho Ylijoki (centre) 
with visiting W.S.C.F. Secretary Keith Bridston in the offices of the Finnish S.C.M. 


in these circumstances we need ecumenical thinking even more perhaps than 
people in countries where there are many confessions. However, this unity 
does make for a certain homogeneity in our work. ; 

Church life in Finland has been greatly enriched during the last one 
hundred and fifty years through four great movements of religious awakening 
all of which have stayed within the church and still influence it in a very 
positive way. Many of the leading personalities of our church arealso leaders 
in these movements, and tens of thousands of people take part in their summer 
meetings. During the last twenty years our S.C.M. has had close contact 
with these movements and has received much inspiration through them. 

Now a few words about the Finnish universities. There are three: one 
great state university in Helsinki, with about ten thousand students, and 
two smaller, partly private ones in Turku. To these should be added the 
yarious colleges, such as technical, commercial and teacher training schools. 
In all of these the S.C.M. works through its eight member associations, 
with the centre of the work in Helsinki. 

The S.C.M. of Finland was founded in 1897 following the visits of 
Dr. John R. Mott, Dr. Robert Wilder and Miss Ruth Rouse. Paul Nicolay, 
very well known in Federation circles, was the great leader of those early 
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days. Thus the Finnish S.C.M. in the very beginning became a member. 
of the W.S.C.F., and this contact has meant and still means much to us., 

In the 1930’s there developed in the Scandinavian countries the so-called 
Hallesby movement. Its leader, Professor Hallesby, has also had a remarkable 
influence in our country, and the Finnish $.C.M. has a strong feeling of 
fellowship with the Norwegian Hallesby movement. A few years ago these 
movements united with the Anglo-Saxon I.V.F. movements to form the 
International Fellowship of Evangelical Students. Although in many countries 
this new movement has resulted in the creation of new Christian student 
organizations, in Finland this has not been the case. While our S.C.M. is 
an associate member of the I.F.E.S., it is at the same time a full member 
of the W.S.C.F., and we.are grateful for the contacts with both organizations. 


We believe that this is the way we must take and hope that through it we may — 


serve the whole of Christian student work throughout the world. 

With this background I can go on to describe the work of the Finnish 
S.C.M. During the university terms the activities in Helsinki and Turku 
are rather varied. Sometimes we have to ask ourselves if we have too many, 
because since the war the tempo of the studies has increased to a considerable 
degree. Also, many students have to study under economic pressure — it 
is not easy to find lodgings in Helsinki, and many are working while they 
carry on their studies. We have two main types of program : the proclaiming 
of the Word in large meetings and the work in smaller groups. The preaching 
is done in our Sunday evening meetings, held either in our S.C.M. rooms 
or at the university, and in university morning and evening prayers and services. 
Tt is in these meetings that we try to achieve the central aim of our work which 
is to help individuals into a personal relationship with God. We meet with 
a sympathetic response from many students who understand the language 
of the Church and are longing for peace with God. But the number of those 
who, while belonging to the Church do not understand either its language or 
what their membership means, is growing. Therefore in recent years we have 
come to realize more clearly than before that we should give more thought to 
_ those students who do not understand “‘pious” words, and that we must 
find new ways to reach them. 

A Christian student also needs another kind of message : he has to learn 
to live, to act and to think as a Christian in his own profession. For this 
reason, and also as a result of the ever-increasing specialization of the different 
faculties, the work within the various faculties has become more and more 
important. Recently in Helsinki the S.C.M. organized a ‘faculty week’’. 
Each evening there was a meeting for the students of one faculty where 
Christian professors talked on problems of special concern to that academic 
discipline, approaching them from a Christian point of view. These meetings 
raised great interest among the students and had some very positive results. 
In this connection I must emphasize that the work of our S.C.M. is very 
much helped by the Christian professors, both theologians and non-theologians. 
In Helsinki they have their own Bible study group. 

The great student festivals before Christmas and on May 1, which is Finnish 
student day, provide a lighter side to our program for all members of the S.C.M. 

The small circles of various kinds are also very important parts of our 
work. The fourteen hundred S.C.M. members have to be divided into small 
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groups in which they can come to know one another. The most important 
of these are the Bible study groups, which meet once a week. Sometimes 
their work has been stronger than at others, and it raises many problems, 
but from the beginning we have always felt they it should form a very essential 
part of our whole program. There are now about twenty Bible study groups 
in Helsinki, but the work is not as vital as we should like. In recent years 
we have felt the need to really learn to study our Bible, and also to learn to 
see the very important questions of our time in its light. Therefore we have 
organized several courses for Bible study leaders, who usually meet every 
two weeks to prepare the text together. as 

“The Private Thinkers’, as it calls itself, is a very active social study 
group which concerns itself with contemporary. social and cultural problems. 
This term the subject has been various currents of thought — industrialism, 
liberalism, Marxism and nationalism. Last term there was also a study 
group on missions. 

Our week-end place at Jarvenpaa, which is connected with the new 
Church Institute twenty miles from Helsinki, has been of great help for all 
kinds of group work. Every week-end small groups of students go 
there to have discussions and just to be together — and of course also 
to have a good Finnish “‘sauna’’. (If you don’t know what the Finnish bath, 
““Sauna’’, is, you must come to Finland as soon as possible to get acquainted 
with it !) "Here we also have our retreat meetings at the beginning of every term. 

Summer conferences, which year after year bring together hundreds of 
students, have always played an important part in our work. We usually 
have four each summer, three for Finnish-speaking students and one for 


‘those speaking Swedish: Two of the former are often held in parts of the 


country where one of the awakening movements of the church is active. 
Every summer a considerable number of Finnish students also take part in 
Scandinavian Christian student conferences. ? 

Last summer we made an interesting experiment — an industrial camp 
for students organized together with the Y.W.C.A. Twelve students worked 
for three weeks in a big factory, spending the evenings discussing the great 
problems of industrial life either among themselves or with the factory workers. 
The results were very encouraging, although the great problems raised are still 
for the most part unsolved ! We have also had three work camps for women 
students in the very poor border area in the east and north of Finland, where 
what we have been able to do has been extremely small compared with the 
lessons which we learned from our experiences. 

-I cannot speak about the activities of the S.C.M. without including 
something about its work in schools. We have no Christian organization 
among the school children, and they are not members of our S.C.M., but 
we consider it as our task and privilege to work among them also. At the 


‘moment three of our five secretaries are carrying on this work. During the 


term they travel among the schools and organize meetings in different areas. 


This term we had eight such meetings, each of them attended by about one 


hundred and fifty young people. The work during the summer includes a 


succession of camps of various kinds — last summer there were about twenty — 
at which members of the S.C.M. act as leaders. Our beautiful camp ground 
‘at Teiniharju in Punkaharju is one of the most wonderful spots in Finland. 


_ Teiniharju was built a few years ago with financial help received from American 
Lutheran students. Last summer the graduating students also had their camp 
there, and next summer we are planning to have an internationalstudentcamp. 

Christian student work in Finland has in many ways favourable ground 
ae in which to grow. But this very fact gives rise to many questions, one of 
which is, where are all the Christian graduates — do they somehow “‘dis- 
appear’? Of course there are many active Christian’ teachers, engineers, 
lawyers, etc., and some years ago the Society of Christian Culture was founded 
as a result of S.C.M. influence. However, we feel that too many do not 
find their task in the life of the church and remain more or less passive. They 
do not discover how to make their Christianity relevant in their own professions. 
This leads us to ask if we are not still doing too much “‘mass work’’? Have we 
found the really Christian way to meet the problems of our time? Do we 
talk too little of honest, genuine Christian thinking? Are there growing 
up in our S.C.M. self-reliant Christians who can live rightly “independently” 
after they have left the S.C.M.? This, of course, raises the old question of 
whether the graduates should have some connection with the S.C.M. and | 
with each other. There exists in Finland an association called “Friends of 
the Student Christian Movement’’, but it is made up of those who graduated 
twenty or thirty years ago and the younger graduates have not found their 
eo) place in it. Sashes 

: There are many other problems in our S.C.M. For instance, the work 
among men students has not yet recovered from the effects of the war and 
the loss of many active leaders. We also feel deeply that we have not yet 
ea found a satisfactory answer to what is perhaps the most burning problem 
mex"? of our time: the seeking, asking and often desperate people on the one side 
of the chasm, who do not hear or cannot understand the Christians who are 
* speaking to them from the other side. But our prayer is that the Spirit of 
ea God will teach us and make the impossible possible. And we are extremely 
grateful that we can work and that we have all these opportunities for service. 
I would like to add one more thing, about which I have been asked many 
times when I have been abroad, and on which I know there are many wrong 
ideas: the position of Finland on the borderline between East and West. 
a Even for us it is a real source of wonder that, after two lost wars, we are in 
x, such a position of full freedom and independence. There is no kind of political 
Be it pressure or control, and we have many contacts with the Western world, 
a especially with the other Scandinavian countries, including those of our 
Q church life. Unfortunately we do not have these-contacts with the East. 
We see our freedom as a very great gift from God and we hope that we may 

"6 use it in the right way. 
: Because I have here an opportunity to send greetings to Christian students 
all over the world, I would like to mention that next summer, when a group 
of American Lutheran students are coming to Finland, we are planning to 
have an international student camp at Teiniharju. The Olympic Games are 
fey also to be held in Helsinki at that time. If there are S.C.M. members from 
ae other countries who are coming to Finland, we would be glad to know 
vem beforehand and would be very pleased to have them at our camp. Please 
write to us in plenty of time (address : Mannerheimintie 5, Helsinki). You 
will be heartily welcomed by our S.C,M. iy ; 
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W.U.S. NEEDS 


The first annual conference and assembly of the new World University 


_ Service took place in As, Norway, during the summer of 1951. Delegates 
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from twenty-nine countries shared in the determining of strategic needs and 
available resources for a world university program of relief and education. 
A shift in the areas of student need was reflected in greater attention to 


_ Southeast Asia. Projects were planned on a basic budget for Burma, India, 
- Indonesia, Pakistan, Thailand, Japan, Greece, Yugoslavia and the ‘Middle 
East. In addition, a continuing program was drawn up for refugee students 


and for the rest centre at Combloux. 

In view of the vast needs of the university eomnnunity: various types of 
projects were chosen for emphasis in 1951-52. They were listed as Lodging 
and Living, Student Health, Educational Supplies, Refugee Service and 
Educational Service. ; 

W.U.S. will thus continue the traditional concern of I.S.S. and W.S.R. 


- in giving assistance to refugee students. Whether they be refugees from political 


discrimination, from political and geographical change, or from war and 


 nature’s devastation, W.U.S. is prepared to help them to meet their urgent 


needs and to make it possible for them to continue their studies. This has 


_ been one of the unique contributions of the organization, insofar as it has 


been the only international agency specifically concerned with the plight of 
student refugees all over the world. 

The biggest task which has recently been wadereaken by W.U.S. has Eee 
to bring towards completion the program for aiding D.P. students from 
Eastern Europe to resettle abroad. It has been able to help more than two 
thousand such students to find scholarships or job assurances which would 
give them an opportunity to leave camps in Western Germany and Austria 
and to enter universities in the United States, Canada, Australia, and Western 


- Europe. These students have also been helped prior to emigration by emerg- 
_ ency provision of clothing, food, and assistance in paying tuition fees and 


other study expenses at universities in their countries of temporary residence. 
W.U.S. has also provided scholarships for political refugee students in France 
and other Western European countries. In Southeast Asia, aid (in the form 
of scholarships, shelter and food) has been given to refugees from India and 
Pakistan, following partition. 

The International Scholarship Fund Committee, which was- established 
some time ago, as a result of I.S.S./W.U.S. initiative, is trying to provide 


additional assistance from other international and national bodies in order 


to increase the number of scholarships available for refugee students and 
other students studying abroad. 

‘Great need continues to exist in many areas where governments are unable 
or unwilling to do enough for the “‘strangers” in their midst. W.U.S. can 


and must continue to help them. 


Material in the News Sheet may be reprinted in other publications with- 
out special permission, with a credit line, “Reprinted from the World’s 
Student Christian Federation News Sheet’. 
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We shall be celebrating Christmas soon. Even now most of you will be planning 
where to spend Christmas, and what presents to buy for your loved ones. You will 
be thinking too of cards that have to be bought and posted if they are to catch the 
cheap surface mail ! These and many other thoughts will be yours at present. But 
there must also be some of you that are facing terminal exams and trying to push 
your Christmas thoughts into the background’ There may be still others who. cannot 
look forward to a really happy Christmas, because of war or sorrow, and all that 
you may do is to look back at the happy times you have had in the past. 

Whatever our thoughts at present, whatever the nature of our celebration, we 
have to ask a fundamental question : what is it that we are celebrating ? Is it just a 
social occasion ? Is it just the birthday of a great man — maybe the greatest of all men 
—a birthday that we try to recapture with cribs and manger scenes ? If that is all — 
our faith is in vain. Then all our carol singing and Christmas trees and all the festivity 
will only be an excuse for celebrating. 


There is a danger of our thinking of Jesus merely as a person — a return to the 
“« Jesus of History’? — and too many people who find God difficult find Jesus easy — a 
Jesus cult — as the embodiment of the life and example of a good man that we should 
try to imitate. But is Jesus easy ? If we read the Gospels we find that He pointed 
people beyond Himself to the revelation of the Father — and the worship of God. 
Unless we do that, we shall fail to be true to the real Jesus of History. For He says, 
**T am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me. 
If you had known me, you would have known my Father also ; henceforth you know 
him and have seen him.” . 


But at a time like this it is true that we indeed go back to the story of Jesus as . 
recorded in the Gospels. It is good to read during this vacation again the Gospel 
according to Saint Mark — the earliest of the Gospels. Read again the great theolo- 
gical prologue to the Fourth Gospel — Saint John 1: 1-14. However, as we read 
these records we don’t recapture the ‘‘photographic Jesus”, but perceive Him in 
the fullest sense only through the eyes of faith. We need not be contemporaries of 
the Word Made Flesh, and as Kierkegaard says, from the truly spiritual point of 
view it is believers and not contemporaneous eye-witnesses that are His real contem- 
poraries. But we must remember that in\a profound sense we need and are dependent 
on the testimony of the actual eye-witnesses and on the impression of the figure of 
Jesus which these are able to convey through-the Gospel story. 

To each reader of the Gospel — as to Saint Peter of old — the question is asked 
by Jesus: ‘‘Whom do you say that I am?’’, and if like Peter we confess, ‘‘Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God’’, there follow the words, ‘‘Flesh and blood 
had not revealed it unto thee but my Father which is in heaven.’’ But revelation also 
came to Peter as he knew Jesus after the flesh, and it comes to us also as we read 
more closely the Gospel story, and we find our eyes aré opened by the Holy Spirit. 


Jesus also reveals the nature of God, and as we read the Old Testament we do 
not read of man’s human quest but of divine revelation, divine visitation. We read 
these in the lives of men like Moses, Gideon, Samuel, David, Elisha, Amos, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Jonah. The history of the Old Testament is the history of God in 
His love and mercy seeking out His people, and of His faithfulness to the Covenant. 
On the other hand we see Israel’s unfaithfulness and sin, and we find prophets like 
Jeremiah crying out for a new Covenant. And therefore, “‘when the time had fully 
come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” ‘‘For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” Jesus is not the revealer, but God Incarnate. 
God has in Jesus visited His people. 
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This excludes any humanistic or self-help attitude to leading a better life based 


on the example of Jesus, but demands an attitude in which we look through and 


beyond the will of man to the grace of God. The end of man in Christian ethics is 


_ not the cultivation of his personality or the formation of his character on ideal 


lines, but faith and love towards God and a relationship of love to his fellowmen. 
The good man in the Christian sense is not centred upon himself but on God. 


We have spoken of God visiting to redeem His people in Jesus Christ. What 
does this redemption mean? We as Christians speak of Christ having died for the 
sinssof man and offering to us eternal life. Many may be unconscious of Him, and 
some speak of the world not needing redemption but education. Is this true ? 

It may be true that the sense of sin and the need of forgiveness is largely strange 
to the modern mind. But under the smile of the modern man who thinks, there 
is the fact of disillusion and cynicism. And as he is faced again by Jesus, he is 
convicted of sin, and sees the truth of, “This saying is sure and worthy of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. And I am the 
foremost of sinners”, and of, ‘“‘For the Son of man also came not to be served but 
to serve, and do give his life as a ransom for many.” This is a free gift that is offered 
to us, not of works but by grace. “If we say we have fellowship with him while 
we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the truth; but if we walk 
in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, 
and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’ This comes 
alive to us as we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, for Jesus says, ““The Counselor, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will sendin my name, he will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 

Therefore, when the apostles proclaimed the Good News, it was this: the story 
-of how the Son of God became man in Christ for our salvation, suffered and died 
on the Cross for our-sins, arose from the dead, ascended into heaven, intercedes for 
us continually and gives Himself to us through the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. 


Turning to the story of Jesus seems to lead us to the fundamentals of the Christian 


_ faith — the doctrine of God, the doctrine of the Incarnation, the-doctrine of the 


“Atonement, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit and the Trinity, and the Life of the Church. 

And therefore as we celebrate Christmas again this year, may we learn to 
ponder on the life of Jesus — to see Him as God Incarnate with the eyes of faith 
— to see His saving and atoning acts on the Cross — to receive this free gift offered 
to us in faith and so be filled anew with the Holy Spirit, so that we may live ous 
full lives within the fellowship of the Church. “‘Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief.”’ If at this Christmas this is our experience, we will find, amid all our joys 
and sorrows, a deeper joy — a power to live a new life of surrender to’ God — so 
that we can say at the end of this Christmas: I... yet not I, but the grace of God 
that has lead me thus far — and will be all in all to me. “Who shall separate us 


from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 


or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... For I am sure that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 


-nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 


from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ For ‘‘God was in Christ reconcil- 
ing the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrust- 
ing to us the message of reconciliation.” 


Prayer. Almighty and eternal God, who didst send thine only begotten Son that 
our eyes might see, our ears hear and our hands handle the Word of Life, the everlats- __ 
ing Christ: that which the Scriptures openly declare, grant us most joyfully to 


_ believe ; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE CANADIAN S.C.M. | 
MARJORIE LAFFERTY 
Associate General Secretary 


It is a common saying among us in the Canadian S.C.M. these days that 
the Movement has come. of age — that it has survived the growing pains of 


adolescence and is now required in its new maturity to “settle down”. The — 


fear of some is that we may become staid and institutionalized ! For example, 
the National Movement has, since 1947, received substantial grants from all 
the major non-Roman churches ; it is a member of the Canadian Council of 
Churches and recognized by that Council as “‘an agency of the churches in 
the university constituency”. The challenge which now faces the Movement 


is that of fulfilling its responsibilities in this capacity, while at the same time — 


preserving the independence which will enable it to continue to experiment 
daringly and act fearlessly — and this for the sake of the Church. 

In actual fact, the Canadian Movement this year celebrates its thirtieth 
anniversary. Conceived in the minds of veteran students of World War I, 


born of Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. parentage in the years immediately following — 


that war, the S.C.M., its policy shaped and controlled by students at both the 
local and the national level, has continued steadily to expand, until today it 
is active in twenty of Canada’s twenty-eight colleges and universities and 
employs a staff of twelve executive secretaries. It is difficult, if not impossible, 


to estimate numerical strength, since any attempt to define membership by the © 


signing of a membership card or the wearing of a pin is regarded as contrary 
to the essential genius of the Movement — namely, that it unites in one fellow- 


ship both those who are convinced of the truth of the Christian Gospel and ~ 


those who wish seriously to investigate it. It is probably fair to say that the 
S.C.M. includes in its activities about three thousand students, though its 
influence reaches far beyond that number. 

To attempt to analyze the present character of the Canadian S.C.M. is 
to be impressed immediately by the fact of our kinship with other Move- 
ments within the family of the Federation. The tensions which exist within 
our fellowship and the problems with which we grapple are very similar to 
those of other Movements. 2 

There is the “‘problem’” of Bible study, for example. For years we have 


made the statement that Bible study is the basis of our total program. Yet 


recently has come an uneasy feeling that we lay claim in this statement not 


to what is,.but to what ought to be. One unit after another has found courage 


to confess that Bible study is the least dynamic aspect of its work. We are 


asking each other such questions as, “Is it really Bible study to take a small’ 


section of Scripture and use it as the starting point for discussion ?”’ “Is Bible 


study a method of evangelism or is it an activity to which people are driven 


only when they have made the Christian assumptions and ‘are eager to hear 
what the Bible has to say to them ?” One interesting development has taken 
place in the last year. Units all across the country have turned again to a 


study of the Synoptic Gospels, using a particular approach known widely — 
in this country as the “Sharman method”. It was devised some thirty years 
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ago and requires the student to undertake the study with the utmost serious- 4 
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National Council of the Canadian S.C.M. 
General Secretary Jim Puxley, third from right infront row and Marjorie Lafferty 
fourth from left 


ness of purpose and to-_look at the records with new eyes, setting aside the 
accumulation of impressions about Jesus Christ absorbed from Sunday School 
teaching, hymnology, religious art and many sermons. Our National Study 
Committee is currently endeavouring to prepare a new outline which will 


make the same demands upon students and take into account recent develop- 


ments in theological thought and biblical scholarship. Units using this par- 
ticular approach report that, more than any other aspect of the study program, 
it attracts the skeptical and the unconvinced and drives them to a fresh en- 


counter with the person of Jesus Christ. 


Closely related to our admission that Bible study is not as vital as it ought 
to be is our confession of concern over the worship life of the S.C.M. AI- 
though one does not wish to justify the shortcomings, there is, perhaps, too 
ready a tendency for members of the S.C.M. to look at the I.V.C.F. and, 
having looked, to conclude that S.C.M. members are less committed people, 


‘or less convinced about worship, rather than to recognize that the intercon- 


fessional nature of the S.C.M., which is its peculiar strength, is at the same 
time the cause of much of our difficulty in the area of worship. One of our 
summer work camps, for example, developed a formal pattern of worship 


which made great use of the traditional prayers of the Church. At the end 


_ of the camp, the Presbyterian and United Church students commented that 
they were “tired of being Anglican’’ in their worship, while the Anglican 
students expressed their eagerness to return to “real Anglican worship”. The 


camp had done what the Movement too often does, produced a hybrid kind 


_of “S.C.M. worship” which satisfied no one. The recent Grey Book of the 


Federation, Worship in the Ecumenical Movement — a Student Approach,» 
will be invaluable as we continue to come to grips with this problem. Men- 


tion should be made of the interest in the cell group method in almost all 


local units. It is too early as yet to estimate the effect which experimentation 


in this area will have on the worship life of the Movement. 


Any attempt to understand the reasons for our difficulty with worship. 
drives us, of course, to a consideration of the problem of inter-communion. 


No lother issue provoked deeper concern — or more heated discussion — at 
the ast meeting of National Council. Students who experience in the Move- 
ment the reality of the ecumenical fellowship are confronted for the first time 
with the scandal of the divisions within the Body of Christ. Faith and Order 
groups throughout the Movement are attempting to understand the problem 


and to speak to it in the light of their own ecumenical experience. One dif-~ 


ficulty which besets us at this point has its roots in the sociological pattern 
of Canadian church life. S.C.M. units in the prairie provinces, for example, 
reflect the fact that Western Canada is predominantly a United Church area, 


It is difficult for Anglican and Lutheran students to recognize the inter-con-. ; 


fessional character of the S.C.M. simply because United Church students 
‘participate in such overwhelming numbers. The S.C.M. at McGill Univer- 
sity, on the other hand, for different reasons is made up almost entirely of 
Anglicans, so that again the particular contribution which the Movement can 
make because of its inter-denominational character is undermined. 

The ecumenical nature of the S.C.M. is responsible for another problem 
with which we are presently confronted. It concerns the missionary aspect 
of our work. The decision which the British $.C.M. has recently made to 


relate its missionary outreach more integrally to the total life of the Move- — 


ment was made in Canada, to-some extent, about fifteen years ago when 
the work of the Student Volunteer Movement was taken over by a Missionary 
Committee of the S.C.M., which is made up of representatives of the Mission 
Boards of the denominations and representatives of the Movement. This 
committee, however, still has a separate budget and has continued to employ 
a person with the special designation of ‘‘missionary secretary’. There is 
widespread discussion at present about whether the present pattern is the best 
one. While student interest in missions has by no means disappeared, it has 
changed very radically. All thinking about missions and about missionary 
vocation is now carried on within the context of our thinking about the World 
Church which permeates the entire life of the Movement, and, in addition, 
there is much agreement with the report of the Federation Missionary Con- 
sultation that “‘while the geographical challenge remains, there are other front- 


iers, no less critical, which missions must cross in obedience to God’. Is it 


correct, as some would maintain, that in stressing the broader vocational 
approach we have been untrue to our S.V.M. heritage, and that the need 
of the churches places upon us a continuing responsibility to make a spe- 
cialized. appeal to students to volunteer for overseas work, or is the prevalent 


dissatisfaction with the present organizational pattern an indication that God 


is calling us to be a new kind of volunteer movement ? 

Whatever the new frontiers are, certainly the witness of the Church in the 
political sphere is among them. The Canadian S.C.M. has attempted ear- 
nestly to understand its responsibility in this area. Until this spring it has 
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Best Officially affiliated to the World Federation of Democratic Youth. In 
» the light of the criticism frequently levelled against the Canadian Movement 
that it is “communist’’, it is interesting to note the strongly evangelistic spirit 


of the resolutions which, at each annual National Council, have been passed 
in connection with continued affiliation. For example, ‘‘We re-affirm our 


_ affiliation, believing that if we wish to evangelize communist youth we should 
go where they are, and that there has developed in Russia and similar coun- 
_ tries a new dynamic social and political movement which should be claimed 


for Christ.” After very serious and prayerful discussion, National Council 
last spring voted to disaffiliate, because students became convinced that it 
was no longer possible to exert any influence as a critical minority within the 
organization. The resolution to disaffiliate carried this statement, ‘‘Disaffilia- 
tion from this organization increases the responsibility of S.C.M. members 
in making a Christian witness among the communists, as individuals, on their 
local campuses.’’ On the one hand was the fear that affiliation pushed the 
Movement into active support of a position which it could not defend; on 


_ the other hand, the fear that the decision to disaffiliate followed not from our 


thinking as Christians but as Westerners who, consciously or unconsciously, 
participate in one side of the cold war. , 

It is precisely at this point that our membership in the Federation becomes 
of such incalculable importance, for it is in the Federation-as nowhere else 


~ that we can hear the word which God may have to speak to us through the 


mouths of our fellow Christians from whonr we are divided by culture and 
tradition but to whom we are united within the Body of Christ. 

Space does not permit consideration of other things which are “‘ferment- 
ing’ among us — our attempt to understand what it means to confess the 
Lordship of Christ in the university — our efforts through summer work 
camps to discover the reasons for the “‘great gulf fixed’”’ between the Church 
and the worker in modern industrial society — our experiments through 


_ Rules of Life and Economic Disciplines to discover the dynamic-of Christian 
- community. 


Perhaps one of the most pervading characteristics of the Canadian S.C.M. 
is its spirit of self-criticism: Can one possibly assert that this Movement, so 
small, so inefficient, so influenced by the secular spirit of the world, has a 


. special function to perform on behalf of the Church in the colleges and uni- - 


versities of this land. Yet it is through this Movement, sometimes it seems 
even in spite of itself, that a steady stream of students continue to hear the 


‘call of Christ, and to respond. One is driven again and again to Venite Ado- 


remus and the petition, “Lord, do not allow us to stand in thy way or to 
take ourselves or our movement too seriously... Many voices are calling us ; 
help us to recognize thy call... And call us ever again to thyself, so that our 


- faith may be deepened and we may be united.in.the joy of serving thee.” 


“CONGRATULATIONS 


To Bill Nicholls, former W.S.C.F. Secretay, and his wife, Hilary, on 
the birth of a daughter, Elizabeth Helen, in London, England, October 17. . 
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FEDERATION AROUND THE WORLD | 


Sweden 


Kristen Student, magazine of the 
Swedish S.C.M., contains a report by 
Lars Thunberg of the annual Stjarnholm 
international student conference sponsored 


jointly by the Swedish S.C.M. and Free 


S.C.M. 


After commenting upon the lack of 
interest in such conferences among 
Swedish students, which he attributes to 
increasing contacts with students of other 
countries through trips abroad, but even 
more to ‘confusion concerning the re- 
sponsibility of the student movement for 
international and interconfessional con- 
cerns’’, the writer continues : 

Against the background of this situa- 
tion it is all the more encouraging to 
report that the fifth Stjarnholm confer 
ence was, humanly speaking, such a 
success. Under the experienced guid- 
ance of Olle Engstrém, General Secret- 
ary of the Free S.C.M., the discussions 
never got “bogged down’’. Two German 
professors helped to lead the thinking of 
the conference along constructive lines, 
while a leader from Jamaica and another 
from India, through their religious life 
in close touch with reality, were very 
provocative in discussions. The theme 
of the conference, “In Search of a 
Christian Way of Life’, was developed 
in lectures and commission work. The 
most stimulating of the talks was that 
by Dr. Marcus James of Jamaica on 
race. Among the subjects for work in 
commissions two were of special interest : 
“Christianity confronting Communism’’, 
and “‘Thou shalt not kill’. 

There was general agreement through- 
out the conference that Christianity does 
not provide rules applicable to every 
person in every situation, but that at 
the same time a personal stand on 
social, political and. other questions is 
essential. It became clear during the 
conference that ‘“‘we need each other’’, 
though the walls which divide us are 
high. This became especially evident on 
the last evening when we talked about 
the problem of Germany’s future and 
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post-war resentments. 
we can meet within the framework of 
one movement is positive and encourag- 


ing, and Swedish students ought not to e 


shut their eyes to this fact. 
Eee ec git : 


The continuing concern of many 
Swedish students for the difficulties of 
those of other nationalities is evidenced 
by the fact that, following a general 
drive for aid to refugee students in 
Sweden, the united student 


support of refugee students in Germany. 
A delegation from the student body of 
Lund visited the German universities 
and refugee camps and reported on the 
difficult conditions in which these 
students are living. The announcement 
of this appeal in Kristen Student con- 
cludes: “There is plenty of personnel 
available among the German refugee 
students themselves for the channelling of 


any kind of relief from other countries. — 


bodies 
decided to cooperate in a drive for 


But the fact that 4 


There are also in Germany represent- — 


atives of World University Service of 
which the World’s Student Christian 
Federation and thereby our S.C.M. are 
parts. 
to help these people. 
must help.” 


We can and 


United States 


The Eighth General Assembly of the 
United Student Christian Council met 
at Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana, 
early in September, bringing together 
one hundred and thirty student and staff 
leaders from U.S.C.C.’s fourteen mem- 
ber Movements. The mornings at 
Earlham were spent in study, the after- 


It is only money that is lacking 


- 


noons — after coffee-time — in com- — 


mittee discussions, and the evenings in 
panel presentations and plenary discus- 
sions. 

Discussion of the relationship of 


U.S.C.C. to the newly organized Nation- 


al Council of Churches of Christ 
focussed on the relationship of the 


* S$.C.M. to the Church and the Churches s 


Bob Nelson, new Study Secretary 
Of4U.S.C.E; 


and the deeper ecclesiological questions. 
The nature of U.S.C.C. as a federation 
_ of fourteen national Student Christian 
Movements makes this a unique problem 


pe ee a ee 


- in America, for eight of these Movements 
_ are already a part of the N.C.C.C. 
? through their parent denominations. It 
> became clear in the discussion that the 


N.C.C.C. agrees with the Toronto 
statement on the “‘Ecclesiological Signi- 
ficance of the World Council of Chur- 
ches”, and hence does not consider 
itself the Church or a church but an 
“ecumenical organization’’. In the pro- 
_posed relationship U.S.C.C. would 
“operate as a department of the N.C. 
C.C.”, retaining its present identity, 
initiative, and autonomy in program. 
- This proposed relationship was approved 
in principle and referred to U.S.C.C.’s 
“member Movements for consideration, 
and final action at the next annual 
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meeting. A continuing study of the 
churchly significance of U.S.C.C. and 
the N.C.C.C., using “students and 
senior theologians’’, was also instigated. 

The N.C.C.C, discussion raised the 
deeper question of U.S.C.C.’s unity — 
its membership, aim, and basis. The 
change which U.S.C.C. has undergone 
since its. inception in 1943, and the 
increased unity growing out of its 
“ecumenical conversations’”’ have raised 
questions about the need for closer 
unity “in work as well as in purpose’. 
In this discussion, the question asked of 
each member Movement was: Are we 
as evangelical, as ecumenical, as effective, 
and as willing to lose some of our 


identity in a united S.C.M. as God | 


expects us to be? This work on U:S. 
C.C.’s Statement of Purpose will con- 
tinue, closely related to the discussion 
of the N.C.C.C, relationship. 

The report on the W-S.C.F. Executive 
Committee meeting in Berlin and the 


- wide-interest in the new Federation Grey 


Book on The Christian in the World 
Struggle. stimulated discussion of the 
“S.C.M. in the Emergency’, though no 
definitive statement was formulated. 
The need for American students to 
recognize the broader implications of 
the world struggle was stressed, as 
students were forced to recognize 


‘God’s judgment upon us as a-people 


and upon America as a nation. 

A strengthened U.S.C.C, Study Depart- 
ment will mean a new emphasis upon 
study in the American Student Christian 
Movements. This was evidenced at 
Earlham by the time spent in study of 
the theology of evangelism, using D.T. 
Niles’ stimulating book, That They May 
Have Life, and on the Passion of our 
Lord, using a Bible study outline 
prepared by Professor Paul Lehman. 
Four of the study pamphlets from the 
East Asian Leadership Conference at 
Kandy have been reprinted by the 
Study Department and are being dis- 
tributed this year. At Christmas 1952, 
U.S.C.C. will hold three quadrennial 
conferences simultaneously in three 


regions. These conferences will focus a 


study process which will be started next 
spring on such questions as the task of 


the Christian and the S.C.M. in the 
university, the role of the Christian and 
the S.C.M. as a witnessing community 
in the world struggle, and the relation 
of the S.C.M. to the Church and the 
ecumenical movement. 

Recommendations were adopted to 
increase U.S.C.C. support and promo- 
tion of W.S.C:F. publications and 
concerns. The World Day of Prayer, 
The Student World and the News Sheet, 
and the Federation Grey Books are 
becoming increasingly important for 
American students. American particip- 
ation in the Travancore Conference and 
the W.S.C.F. General Committee meet- 
ing was also discussed. 

/What was the special significance of 
this Eighth General Assembly? In a 
situation of deep study and frank 
ecumenical conversation, it forced us to 
recognize U.S.C.C.’s unity and disunity. 
It focused for American S.C.M. leaders 
the most significant questions before 
Christian students and S.C.M.s around 
the world: their task in the world 
struggle, their relationship to the Church 
and the churches, and their role asa 
witnessing community. It showed that 
U.S.C.C. is coming of age. 


HARRY SMITH 
* O% * 


The following is based on @ report in a 
recent issue of The  Intercollegian, 
magazine of the American Student Y.M. 
C.A. and Y.W.C.A., and the Student 
Volunteer Movement. 


During the celebration of the Cen- 
tennial Anniversary of the Y.M.C.A. 
movement in North America which was 
held last summer in Cleveland, student 
delegates and friends of the Student 
Y.M.C.A. met in sessions by them- 
selves on two afternoons. The first 
meeting was opened by John R. Mott, 
founder of the W.S.C.F., who spoke 
on “Lessons I Have Learned in Sixty- 
Two Years of Christian Leadership’. 
This was the first time many of the 
persons present had met and heard 
Dr. Mott. The vigour, clarity and vision 
of his message, the contagious power of 
his personality, and the knowledge that 
he was speaking from a lifetime of 
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among students around the world made 
an unforgettable impact. In token of 


their indebtedness and esteem the 
students presented to Dr. Mott, through 
Harry E. Smith, chairman of the United 
Student Christian Council and of the 
sessions, a scroll bearing a - simple 
message of gratitude for his life and 


leadership. 


The remainder of the first day’s session 
was devoted to a 
discussion on ““What the Student Y.M. 
C.A.-Means to Me”. Statements were 
made by a student, a student ““Y” staff 
member, a business man who expressed 
the views of an alumnus and layman, 
and a college president. 

On the second day Colonel Francis 
P. Miller, at one time a member of the 
National Student Y.M.C.A. staff and 
chairman of the W.S.C.F., and the 
Honourable Charles Taft, long-time friend 
of the Y.M.C.A. student work, spoke 
on “What I Would Like to Say to 
College Men Today”. Colonel Miller 
stressed the imperative of an imper- 
turbable and courageous Christian faith, 


deeply rooted in devotion to Christ. 


Mr. Taft followed with a penetrating 
analysis of the places where Christian 


laymen must be prepared to fight the | 


Christian battle, with special emphasis 
on the area of politics and public service. 

The concluding statement, “The Stu- 
dent Y.M.C.A. Looks Ahead”, was 


presented by R. H. Edwin Espy, National .- ; 


Student Y.M.C.A. Secretary. Taking as 
his the theme of the convention, “A 
Faith for the Future’, he presented 
seven compelling reasons why he §be- 
lieved in the future of the Student 
YuMaC Ans ; 


Germany 


A conference organized under the 
auspices of the Ecumenical Seminar of 
the University of Marburg, the German 
Studentengemeinde’ and the Russian 
S.C.M. outside Russia took place in 
Marburg recently with thirty-nine par- 
ticipants. Its aim was to bring together 
students of the Lutheran and Orthodox 
Churches in order that through lectures, 


- discussions and participation in worship 


kiki gicgtAdo idl 


symposium and 


‘services they might learn more about 
_ the religious life of the two traditions. 
- The question as posed in the subject 
_ of the conference, ““What can we learn 
_ from-each other ?”, was answered in six 
papers on: What is Lutheranism ? 
What is Orthodoxy? A History of 
_ Lutheran-Orthodox relations; Ortho- 
doxy as seen by a Lutheran ; Lutheranism 
from. an Orthodox viewpoint, and 
Lutheran and Orthodox piety as repre- 
sented by the saints of both churches. 
_ The content of these papers was discussed 
in three groups — biblical, liturgical and 
historical — which were led by the 
students themselves. Lutheran and 
Orthodox communion services were 
held, with members of the other church 
attending but not participating. 
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the famous old church, and a visit to the 

university museum of religious art with 

' its treasures from all over the world, 
contributed to the spirit of fellowship 
and understanding which was so evident 
in the conference. 

During the last meeting the partici- 
pants shared their impressions and 
organized the Lutheran-Orthodox Stu- 
dent Fellowship which will carry on in 
the universities the study work begun 

-- at the conference. 
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France 


A. recent. issue of Le Semeur contains 
a report of an unusual study project 
sponsored by the French S.C.M. 


a For the second year the French 
-  §.C.M. has organized a “social study 
week’’, this time at Lille, in the north 
_ of France, where through a program of 
lectures, discussions, and visits to 
factories and organizations, the students 
- learned much about the social problems 
_ of this industrial area. They came from 
_ the schools of engineering, science, 
commerce, etc., and found a warm 
‘welcome in the Lille youth hostel which 
served as their headquarters. 
The first evening was taken up with a 
talk by a well-known teacher of the 
region, a Protestant, ardent trade 
- unionist and member of the Communist 
_ Party, who was assisted by two worker 


ty 


Excursions to historic sites, and to 


friends with long experience in the trade 
union movement. They described the 
history and purpose of trade unionism, 
with particular reference to its activities 
in northern France among the miners, 
and metal and textile workers. Manage- 
ment’s side of the industrial picture 
was presented by the director of a 
spinning miJl which was visited by the 
students. 

An abbé, who is responsible for 
Catholic social work in this area, spoke’ 
to the students on his church’s position 
on these questions. He gave them a. 
general picture of Catholicism in the 
north, from which it. appeared that 
only about seven per cent of the industrial 
workers are practicing Catholics. He 


- believed that this is partly due to the 


fact that the workers feel that the 
church has “sold out” to capitalism 
and bourgeois society, and also because 
all spiritual life is made difficult by the 
miserable living conditions and the 
haunting fear of tomorrow. Faced with 
this’ situation, some laymen and a few 
priests have been instrumental in the 
organization of several new movements 
which have tried to tackle these difficult 
problems, and as a result the attitude 
of the workers towards Catholicism has 
altered considerably in the last twenty 
years. a 

As a parallel to this picture of the 
work of the Catholic Church in an 
industrial area,.a pastor described the 
Protestant Church of northern France. 
Protestantism has developed very slowly 
in this region. Only one church dates 
back to the Reformation and the work 
of evangelism has been done largely by 
a few Protestant Alsatians scattered 
throughout the mining district. There 
are now about forty Protestant parishes 
whose members are largely from the 
working classes, but they are a very 
small minority — in Lille with one 
million population there are about 
2,500 Protestant families. However, 
converts to Protestantism in turn become 
ardent evangelists, and the congregations 
grow largely through the addition of new 
adult members. Although very poor, these 


churches: carry on a variety of social ——~ 


work including workers’ education. 


sense Cai 


The writer of the report sums up: 
“At the end of this very full and interest- 
ing week, we wondered whether it 
would not be valuable for more students 
to participate in similar camps. For 
those of us who, in one capacity or 
another, will have to lead or simply be 
in contact with other men, to study in 
such a concrete way the problem of 
social relations, is of inestimable value 
and helps us to develop an intelligent 
basis for future relationships with our 
brothers,”’ - 


New Zealand .. 


A local S.C.M. branch in New Zealand 
recently carried out a successful experi- 
ment in religious drama. 

“Remember, O Lord, in mercy those 
who by drama seek to present thine 
everlasting gospel according 
command. Make them mindful of thy 
cross, whose almighty drama has wrought 
the world’s salvation. Fill them with 
thy spirit, that in power they may act 
and speak. And grant that they who 
behold may therein see thee ; and there- 
after serve thee, who with the Father 
and the Spirit art one God, world 
without end.” 

This prayer, specially composed for 
the Otago University S.C.M.’s produc- 
tion of The House by the Stable, a 
miracle play by Charles Williams, 
reflects the way in which the members 
of the team approached their task. All 
rehearsals commenced with prayer, and 
we began and ended our performance 
with an act of worship. As far as 
possible we participated in the service 
which preceded the play. The House by 
the Stable is not only a source of 
entertainment and spectacle (and it is 
certainly that); it is'a powerful pre- 
sentation of the mighty act of God in the 
Incarnation, whereby exchanging the 
divine glory for human flesh He so 
transfigured it that the gloom of earth 
was split, 


for the joys of love hereafter shall 
over-ride 

boasting and bragging and the heavy 
lagging of Hell 

after delight that outstrips him — step 
and sight. 
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Scene from ‘‘The House by the Stable” 


Credit for the success of the play 
should go above all to the director who 
with infinite patience and gentleness, yet 
surety of purpose, guided us in the way 
we should go. We all felt that we 
gained much more than technical points 
of acting. Working as a team under 
such a leader was a rich and invigourating 
experience. As Charles Williams would 
say, there was a true exchange of spirit 
with spirit and mind with mind, an 
“in-othering’’ of personality. 

Our conviction that the play was not 
merely good religion but good theatre 
as such led us to enter it in the British 
Drama League’s festival, where it had 
to achieve its effect without the special 
preparation of worship. We hope to 
undertake a tour of northern centres 
during the long vacation, ending with a 
performance at Conference. 


Mexico 
The S.C.M. of Mexico has recently 


published the first number of its news 


sheet, Acenotias, in which is reported 


the opening of its new student centre, 
attended by students and student leaders, 
members of the Consultative Council 


and guests. 
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_ The centre contains a _ reception 
_ toom, a recreation room, a library and 
a study, and will provide an excellent 
home for the Mexican S.C.M. ,The 
_ inauguration ceremony began with a 
student hymn specially written for the 
_§.C.M. and with a speech of welcome. 
There was an address on “The Student 
on the World Horizon’’, and Professor 
Gonzalo Baéz-Camargo gave thanks for 
the opening of the centre and prayed 
that its work might be blessed. 
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Orthodox Students 


Rey. Alexander Kiselev has sent us an 
interesting account of the recent activities 
of the Christian Movement of Russian 
Students in America. 


The Christian Movement of Russian 
Students in America, supported by the 
Free Russia Fund, and by a society of 
- friends comprising many outstanding 
representatives of American-Russian pub- 
lic life and known as St. Seraphim 
Foundation, Inc., has carried on a full 
program of summer activities. We 
found a summer home-at Sea Cliff, 
Long Island, which served as a week- 
end and vacation hostel for young 
- Russians of the recent immigration. 
¥ This venture proved to be a big success. 
~ More than five hundred young folk 
: 
a 


a 
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spent their free time with us in an atmos- 
_ phere where athletics, relaxation, Rus- 
sian cultural pursuits and religion all had 
their part. Every Sunday we held a 
meeting at which we discussed such 
varied subjects as the significance of a 
spiritual life, the meaning of friendship, 
Russian culture and the American way of 
_ life, Bolshevism and the Russian people, 
- St. Vladimir, Pushkin, the objectives of 
the Christian Movement of Russian 
- Students in America, Russian song and 
music, and the United Nations. On 
Saturday evenings we gathered around a 
camp fire on the beach to sing and engage 
in impromptu programs of individual 
talent. Within a short distance of our 
summer home lived many Russian émi- 
grés of the diaspora, and we are grateful 
_ for their lively and friendly interest in 
our activities. 


On one occasion we 


arranged for the new Russian youth to 
meet with Russian young people of the 
old immigration, and they discussed 
with remarkable warmth the meaning of 
life and differences in its interpretation. 

On Sunday almost all attended divine 
service at the near-by Russian Orthodox 
Church, one of the loveliest churches of 
any denomination in the east, with an 
excellent choir, and originally built out 
of a one-car garage. When we say “‘love- 
liest”, we mean literally that, for this 
little church at Sea Cliff is in its way a 
Sainte Chapelle, breath taking in its 
simplicity and beauty. 

We also held a carefully planned 
meeting of more than twenty-five Russian 
intellectuals to discuss ‘‘Christianity and 
Artistic Creation”. The level of the 
ensuing discussions was high and we 
believe the event was eminently success- 
ful. 

From September 1-3-we held a conven- 
tion of the Christian Movement of Rus- 
sian Students in America — the second 
such convention held in the United 
States. Some two hundred and fifty 
persons attended, mostly young people. 
The formal talks included one on 
Dostojevsky and one on “The Spiritual 
Face of the United States”, which showed 
us the relation of the individual to God 
characteristic of the Americans since the 
time of the first settlers. There were also 
lectures on ‘““The Church and Personal- 
ity’? and on “The Church and the 
Modern Crisis of Mankind”. The 
addresses were all followed by dis- 
cussions, and the questions and answers 
and exchange of views were equally as 
interesting as the prepared papers. The 
young D.P.s spoke their minds with 
complete freedom; the questions were 
often naive and revealing, but their 
sincerity and cutting edge were evident. 

During the winter we shall carry on 
our activities in our quarters in the 
parish house of St. Michael’s Protestant 
Episcopal Church on the upper 
West Side of Manhattan where ew 
have been given additional badly-needed 
space. Of course, we aspire to a home of 
our own where we can carry out our 
task on a larger scale in the very midst 
of the Russian D.P. world. 
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- us remember 


For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

As we approach Christmas again, let us join in an act of thanksgiving to Almighty. 
God for all his goodness and loving-kindness to us: = 

— for our creation, preservation and all the blessings of this life ; 

— for his inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; 


— for the gift of his Holy Spirit to the Church and his presence with us now ; $2 
— for the means of grace, and the hope of glory. Sree 


* * % 


As we read the Gospel story again, let us pray that the remembrance of the = 
blessed life that once was lived out on this common earth may remain with us. Let” 


His eagerness, not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
His sympathy and compassion with suffering of every kind, 
His bravery and obedience in the face of suffering and death, fair be 
His meekness of bearing, so that when reviled He reviled not.again;".--3F 28 
His simplicity and self-discipline, - : 

His serenity of spirit, 

His complete reliance upon God, His Father in heaven. 

In each of these ways we pray that God may give us grace to follow in ‘Hi 


footsteps. , 
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Let us intercede at this time also for those who stand in need of i help = 

— for the weak that they may be made strong ; 

— for the strong that they may be made gentle; 

— for the lonely that they may be cheered with His company ; 

— for the distracted that they may have His solitude ; 

— for the happy that they may learn to be mindful of all God’s creatures. 

Forbid it, O Father, that the difficulty of living well should ever tempt us to : 
fall into any ‘despair. May we keep in mind that this human life was divinely lived, RE 
and this world nobly overcome, and this body of flesh that now so sorely tries US, <7; 
was made His perfect dwelling place. a 


* * * 


Pray too for the immediate concerns of the W.S.C.F.: the outcome of. the 
preparatory meeting for the World Conference of Christian Youth, Calcutta, — 
December 3-7; the Southeast Asian Leaders’ Training Conference and University 
Professors’ Consultation, Djakarta, Indonesia, at Christmas, and the Puropeat, 
Leaders’ Conference, Stein, Germany, January 2-9. 

O Thou who are the light of the world, and the life of men: Be thou only our 
light, thou only our life ; and so shine within us and through us that men pays 
our good works, and glorify our Father who is in heaven ; for thy name sake. 
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Collect for Christmas Day: ee 
Almighty God, who hast given us thy only begotten Son to take our aan upon ie 
him, and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: Grant that we being Tegene: t 
and made thy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by th 
Spirit ; through the same our Lord Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee. 
and the one Spirit, even one God, world without ee Amen. 


